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(This description cannot be taken as a 
substitute for the Official Languages 
Act. For all purposes of interpreting and 
applying the law reference should be 
made to the text of the Act. Copies of 
the Act may be obtained from the 
Queen’s Printer, Ottawa, at 60 cents 
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/ of De hndicne fee in a Spceal ‘Cammitics oO 
_ jhe. ‘House and by the Senate. Amendments 
were suggested by Government as well as by 
Opposition members during the prolonged dis- | 
~ cussion. The final version was unanimously 
adopted in July, 1969 and came into force on | 
September 7, 1969. Now that it has become the 
law of the land it is important for all Canadians 
to understand what it means. 


ing Canadians, there will be a demand for 
services in both languages. The Act states that, 
in areas where the official linguistic minority 
forms at least ten per cent of the total popula- 
tion, bilingual services will be provided. These 
areas will be known as federal bilingual dis- 
tricts. Inorderto establish these districts, a Bilin- 
gual Districts Advisory Board of from five to ten 
persons will be appointed after each decennial 
census. The Board may hold public hearings 
and must consult with provincial governments 
before submitting its recommendations to the 
Canadian government. The report of the Board 
must be laid before Parliament and a period 
of ninety days must then elapse before the 
government establishes any federal bilingual 
district. 

The districts will follow the boundaries of | 
already established regions, such as a census 
district, a local government or school district, 
or an electoral district. The Act also deals with 
areas where federal services have customarily 
been available in both official languages, even 
if the French-speaking or English-speaking 
minority is less than ten per cent. These areas 
may also be classified as bilingual districts, 
and services in both languages will continue to 
be provided there. 

_ The criterion of significant demand for 
services in the two official languages can also 
be applied outside the bilingual districts. In 
areas in which the number of French-speaking 
or of English-speaking citizens is sufficiently 
large to create a significant demand, even 
though it may be less than ten per cent of the 
total population required to establish a bilingual 
district, federal agencies are required to pro- 
vide services in both languages to the extent 
that it is feasible for them to do so. A similar 
obligation is placed on federal agencies lo- 
cated in places in Canada and abroad with 
regard to the travelling public. 


National Capital Region 


Because of the importance of the National 
Capital Region for citizens of both official 
languages, the Act states that federal institu- 
tions within this area must provide services in 
French and English. The head office of every 
federal institution, whether located in the 
National Capital Region or elsewhere, is also 
required to serve the public in both official 
languages, and the institution must provide 
available services in both official languages at 
each otf its principal offices in bilingual districts. 
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